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This is a story told by heroes who, in context of their mission and performance in combat in World

War II, lived and fought in an environment where conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in the face of

enemy fire were the day-to-day norm. For many, the name First Special Service Force resonates

like the clash of swords. To the Canadian and American soldiers who served under the Force's two

flags, the name denotes a combat elite that they themselves created. To the enemy soldiers who

knew well the Force's lethal audacity, the name evoked admiration, awe, and fear. Here for the first

time the soldiers of the legendary First Special Service Force set the record straight, in their own

words. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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The Black Devil Brigade is most assuredly a watershed in the coverage of World War II oral

histories. Mr. Springer personally and diligently interviewed dozens of First Special Service Force

veterans and selected and edited, what seems to be...thousands of pages of eyewitness accounts

of the most remarkable narrative you will ever examine. Unlike other oral histories this book

intertwines the veterans own dialogues in a flowing and explosive tale. The material covers the

gamut of emotions...humor, war's brutality, and tragedy, thus making the Black Devil Brigade highly

thought provoking. Here you will read of happenings that have been bottled up for sixty years. Many

of these stories are short, some are longer, but all are powerful and moving. You will get a sense of

what World War II was like for these elites. When reading this book I sat motionless...in awe...while

these men describe, in their own accounts, hand to hand combat behind enemy lines with the



German Wehrmacht. I simply could not put it down.Organized into 10 chapters and the author

insightfully pieces the narrative together with short and astute bridges.Chapter 1 includes the

remarkable story of recruiting the men for a suicidal mission...to destroy dams and heavy-water

factories...behind enemy lines in 1942 Norway. One wonders why soldiers would put their lives at

such unnecessary risk. Here you can examine...volunteer to volunteer...the reasons in their own

words.Chapter 2 covers the First Special Service Force and their arrival at Ft William Henry

Harrison located near Helena, Montana. This is my second favorite chapter. The Canadian and

American grew together and became close as brothers. This section also covers their reflections of

training...
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